INTRODUCTION                                     5
ment would be on the basis of reciprocal indemnification for every territorial or other advantage over and beyond the existing status quo.
Through these disclosures the darkness that had enshrouded the purport of the treaties of the Triple Alliance was in part dispelled. Perfect clearness, however, had not yet been attained. The fragmentary nature of what had been made public became clear merely through reference to the fact that Articles 2, 5, and 6 were missing. That Article 7, the last of those published, was followed by still others was to be assumed with considerable confidence. Furthermore, no hint had been given as to which of the treaties contained the four published articles. The contradictions and obscurities to which any critical examination of the published articles was bound to lead were also justly pointed out.2 But once more, every attempt to penetrate the secret of the treaties of the Triple Alliance was doomed to failure," through the very nature of the matter, which offers, as it were, a passive resistance even to the most acute inferences/7 as one of the most zealous critics put it. All the more insistently was the desire expressed finally to have access to the complete text of the treaties of the Triple Alliance, and to know the course of the negotiations which culminated in the formation of the Alliance.
To satisfy this wish is the aim of the present work. The text of the several treaties now becomes available in its entirety, though not the negotiations leading up to the treaties. Having access only to the documents of the State Archive at Vienna, the author is unable to give a consecutive account of the course of these negotiations. This is true especially of those stipulations of the treaties which exclusively concerned Germany and Italy. The cabinet at Vienna, to be sure, was informed of these stipulations, but it had no part in the negotiations, which were carried on
2 W. Frdknoi, Kritiscke Studien zur Geschichte des Dreibundes (1917), pp. 30 ff. (previously published in the Deutsche Revue, January, 1916). H. F. Helmolt, " Unser Wissen vom Dreibund," in Zettschrift filr Volkerrecht, x (1917-18), pp. 20 fL; and " DreibundUteratur," iUd., xi, pp. 282 ff. In this latter article Helmolt gives a German translation of an attempted reconstruction undertaken by the anonymous author of " La Politica estera italiana, 1875-1911," in Bibl. di Politico, estera, 1916, pp. 373 &